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throughout the growing season for at least 4 continu-
ous years. The plant should not be mowed or cut when 
it contains seed, as this will simply spread seed over 
a wide area. Mowing too early in the year or prior to 
flowering can increase the number of sprouts coming 
off the crown and increase the density of the infestation. 

To suppress and contain fennel, remove any ripe seed 
or flower heads and destroy them in a manner that 
will prevent germination. Burning is the most effec-
tive method if it is allowed in your area. Please check 
with your local weed board or Extension office for 
other methods to destroy seed. Replant desired vegeta-

tion following soil disturbance to help prevent fennel 
seed from germinating. In addition, it is important to 
follow-up manual removal such as digging and mow-
ing with a rigorous monitoring plan to destroy emerged 
seedlings or regrowth.

Chemical techniques. Spot treatments of glyphosate 
are also effective for controlling fennel. A spot treat-
ment means you treat only the weed you wish to 
control without treating the surrounding soil or other 
vegetation. When applying spot treatments, spray the 
leaves and stems of each plant thoroughly enough so 
that they are wet, but not dripping.

Herbicides labeled for spot treatment generally rec-
ommend mixing the product with water to create a 
specified percentage solution. Directions for broadcast 
applications recommend applying a set amount such 
as quarts or ounces per specified area. For example, the 
Roundup PRO label recommends 2–4 quarts per acre 
for control of fennel using a broadcast application or 
mixing a 1–2% solution for hand-held or spot applica-
tions. Table 1 lists the Roundup PRO label specifications 
for mixing 1, 25, and 100 gallons of spray at concentra-
tions of ½–10%. 
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Table 1. Roundup PRO spray solution

*Only products with an initial glyphosate concentration of 40% or greater should be used when diluting for percentage solutions (this generally 
excludes pre-mixed/ready-to-use products).

Desired spray 
volume

Amount of Roundup PRO Herbicide*

½% 1% 1½% 2% 5% 10%

1 gallon 2/3 oz 11/3 oz 2 oz 22/3 oz 6½ oz 13 oz

25 gallons 1 pint 1 quart 1½ quarts 2 quarts 5 quarts 10 quarts

100 gallons 2 quarts 1 gallon 1½ gallons 2 gallons 5 gallons 10 gallons

1 fluid ounce = 2 tablespoons


